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Front cover:
Rockpool at the administration building, Sandoz Ringaskiddy, Cork
(Photo: Finbarr O'Connell) rs
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Back cover:
Movie-set fayade to the new film archive building at Warner Bros Studios,
California (see pp, 15-19) (Photo: Tom Bonner)

The Swiss pharmaceutical company Sandoz has established its
largest manufacturing facility outside Switzerland on a 40ha site
near Cork. Ove Arup & Partners Ireland were appointed for the civil,
structural, architectural, and building services design of the non-
process related parts of the project, and collaborated closely with
the process design engineers in Philadelphia via innovative use of
on-line 3D design software.
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The dozen buildings at this campus designed by the great
American architect Frank Lloyd Wright have suffered considerable
structural deterioration, Arups have assessed various alternatives
for levels of restoration (and designed a prototype replacement for
some of the blockwork) and proposed a data management system
for storing information about and maximising benefits from any
restoration work undertaken.
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Over 4000 employees are accommodated in the new four-block
headquarters of South Africa's First National Bank, probably the
largest commercial building project in the southern hemisphere
Ove Arup Incorporated initially examined the viability of the Bank
relocating from 28 separate buildings, FOllowing acceptance of the
new-build option, they undertook the civil, structural, and
geotechnical engineering for the new buildings, as well as project
management services.
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Construction of Manchester's new Nynex Arena (to be featured in a
forthcoming Arup Journal) on railway land necessitated the
repositioning of main lines and platforms at Victoria Station, The
structural, civil, and services engineering appointment for Arups'
Manchester office included the design of three new footbridges
over the tracks, and the systems for ventilating diesel locomotive
exhausts from the partially-enclosed new station platform area.

The creation of environments to store and preserve the 20th
century's vast legacy of photographs, film, and videotape is still in
its infancy. Arups' Californian practice has designed film and tape
archive facilities for two of the largest Hollywood studios, Paramount
and Warner Bros, Their structural and building services design
involved the creation of separate areas for the different media,
exceptionally tightly controlled for temperature and humidity.
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For the last four years Ove Arup & Partners have been a research
partner in an EC-funded and promoted R&D programme to
investigate ways of improving communications between the various
parties involved in the building process, with information
technologies as the key enabler. This article outlines the pilot trials
and conceptual modelling with which Arups has been involved.
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